Here is an Article you’ll enjoy about how children and tea parties go together to make beautiful memories!

Parties That Fit Them to a Tea
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LITTLE WEDGWOOD teapots steaming atop individual warming perches, petite sandwiches resembling miniature works of art, plump strawberries dipped in rich chocolate and drizzled with a swirl of white: Afternoon tea at the Ritz-Carlton proves a far cry from a typical children's tea party. But visit the Ritz or another posh hotel, tearoom or historic house museum during weekend tea time and you're likely to see quite a few youngsters, decked out in "Sunday best" finery and savoring such kid-pleasing delicacies as crustless peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, sugar cookies and hot cocoa. 

"What children tend to enjoy most about tea is the ability to participate in a storybook tradition," says Dusty Lockhart, on-site public relations coordinator at the Ritz-Carlton in Tysons Corner, where weekend tea has become a popular mother-daughter outing. "Throughout history, children have found a pastime in holding tea parties, inviting their stuffed animals to the table and practicing proper etiquette. Afternoon tea at the hotel allows children to live that fantasy and delve into their inner princess. Not to mention the tower of sweets and fun little sandwiches!" 

	


Children and delicate china may not seem compatible, but something about the elegant environment encourages kids to feel more grown-up and act accordingly. 

"It's the perfect excuse to be on your best behavior and be a little princess for a day," says Liz Williams, assistant director of Gadsby's Tavern Museum in Alexandria, where tea parties are the most popular of the historic site's themed birthday parties for kids. To hold a tea party, served by someone dressed in 18th-century attire, in the very ballroom where George Washington celebrated his birthday, "elevates it to a whole other level." 

"Bring them and enjoy, because it's very elegant, and our children don't have much elegance in their lives today," says Pam Williams, assistant museums director for the City of Bowie, where Belair Mansion hosts traditional teas seasonally. 

Tearooms cater to kids in various ways, from the menu to special programs and activities. The Ritz-Carlton children's tea menu typically features an individual pot of hot chocolate, crustless sandwiches and cutout sugar cookies planned around a theme such as "Peter Rabbit" or "Winnie the Pooh." 

Jill Dickey, mother of three and owner of the Retro Tea Room in Bowie, serves kid-friendly, caffeine-free teas in flavors such as Panda Berry and bright pink strawberry kiwi. She finds that boys enjoy tea parties as much as girls do, especially when they can try on hats she provides for customers to wear just for fun while sipping. 

Subjected to such fancy touches as cloth napkins and real silver, along with a tempting array of sweets, what do most children enjoy most about tea time? 

"Sugar cubes!" says Pam Williams. "They are absolutely in love with the concept of a little square of sugar going into their cup!" 

